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A section of 100 pupils and their views on democracy
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As you can see, there are some diverse thoughts represented here which
shows the seriousness or contempt some people think about democracy.
By the end of the assembly we hope to have engaged a few more of you.
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IDIOMS & WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

P By AY YOU LIVE IN INTERESTING TIMES

MEANING

The term 'may you live in interesting times' may sound like a polite phrase but it is
actually quite the opposite. The term is used to wish someone chaos and disruption in
their life.

ORIGIN

The phrase ' " is believed to have its origins in an ancient
Chinese curse. The idiom was also used in a speech made by Robert F Kennedy in the 1960s.



May you live in interesting times
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demos kratos

Greek Greek
common people; district rule, strength
demokratia
Greek

popular government



- Idiotés—a private person; a
person not concerned about
others

In ancient Greece the word “idiot"
referred to people who were concerned
only about their private affairs, were

selfish and had not interest in
public concerns at all
foctECardscom
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Democracy in Europe 1970-2020

Source: Boix-Miller-Rosato, 2020
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The Fall of the Berlrn WaII srgnrfred a huge step
In the progress of democracy In Europe



Willem Arondéus ’ ‘

Jesse Owens Louise Weiss

—A_ A
Look these people up and how they opposed authoritarian

regimes and helped make democracy what it is today



RECENT ELECTION RESULTS
DF NATIONALISTS IN EUROF

Sweden
Sweden Democrats 13%

Denmark
Danish People’s Party 21%

Netherlands

Freedom Party 10% =

France A
National
Front 14%

Switzerland @,

Swiss People’s
Party 29%

Italy Northern League 4%

Greece Golden Dawn 7%

Finland
The Finns 18%

Germany
Alternative for
Germany 4.7%

Austria
Freedom Party 35.1%

Slovakia
O QOur Slovakia 8%

Hungary Jobbik 21%

Cyprus
ELAM 3.7%
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The Rise of Authoritarianism and the Rise of Far-Right

*ylove’rrlents*



The influence of money and corruption




Erosion of Democratlc Norms .

W

e Democratic norms Iike fair elections and rule of law are under pressure in
parts of Europe*
e Loss of trust leads to apathy and low voter turnout
e This creates space for extremist voices to gain influence A
e Democracy depends on participation: vote, stay informed, speak up
Y P

Definitions: * *

e Rule of law — The idea that‘everyone, including leaders, must follow the law; laws
are applied fairly and equally.~ A

e Voter turnout — The percentage of eInge citizens who actually vote in an
election.



The Role of Activism in Pregerving Democracy
e Has a vital role in preserving and strengthening democracy
e Youth-led movements demonstrate that young people are not just the leaders of

tomorrow, but also the catalysts for change today
e Youth activists are able to challenge the status quo and demand action from

their governme%
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Youth led movementi




Defending Democracy
In Ukraine
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Verkhovna Rada of U raine* |
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European Parliament Ambassador
Schools Club
EPAS
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LoiAADEcIxg

Democracy lives
through you.
Live up to the ideal
and choose your
future
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